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Hello Atlasers,

Top-tier Executive Summary

· Please enter, proof and finalize all Atlas data, and records for documentable species by September 1, 2011.

Executive Summary

· There are still breeding birds to find, but the season has definitely slowed. 

· Please enter all your data.

· Please proof all the data entry and finalize your field cards and all incidentals.

· Please enter documentation and maps for all species that are listed on your page under My Contributions – Rare and Documentable Species – Docs Needed.

· We have another Merlin nest, this one in Great Barrington. 

· Please complete all data entry by September 1, 2011. 

· Have a frosty beverage of your choice, pat yourself on the back for a job well-done, give the binoculars a good cleaning, and get ready for shorebird migration.

Expanded Topics

The time has come to take an honest look at your schedules, and if you are not planning any more Breeding Bird Atlas field trips, to enter all your data, proof the data entry, and finalize your field cards and all incidental reports. There are still birds out there to Confirm, so if you want to make another foray, please do. 

Always leading by example, our intrepid Jim Berry just yesterday Confirmed Osprey UN, American Crow FL, Eastern Wood-Pewee CF, Tufted Titmouse FL, American Robin FL, Northern Cardinal CF, and American Goldfinch FL. We have FL Red-tails here in Lincoln that are begging without a break, and at home our local Cooper’s Hawk nest FL are in full view. We had a brood of Wild Turkeys (half grown) trot through the yard last week, and the White-breasted Nuthatch FL are hanging on my office for dear life. 

But, if you are not going to be going back out to collect more data, please wrap it up so we can get started on our data crunching and writing.

Please remember to go to the My Contributions of the USGS data entry site (on your home page there) and to fill in maps and reports for all Rare and Documentable Species. It will say “docs needed” nest to any sightings for which we need documentation. 

You will notice that we have removed several species from the documentation list, like Chimney Swift in natural cavities. In four years we had zip/nada reports of CHSW in natural cavities, so it was really only serving to muddle the screen (because every Chimney Swift on every field card was on the list, just on the off-chance that it was in a  natural cavity), and make it difficult to focus on the species for which we really need documentation. 

More will follow, but please accept my thanks for making this work such a pleasure.

Cheers,

Joan

Joan Walsh 
Director of Bird Monitoring

Mass Audubon
