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Hello Atlasers,

Thanks again for all of your hard work getting this project to the finish line. We’d like to remind you to: 

· Fill out your field cards and double check the data

· Enter all hours and bird data

· Proof all data entry and Finalize all cards, including all Incidentals

· Enter all maps and forms for rare species found after 2008 (prior to 2009 you sent them to me on paper)

We would like (love? adore?)  to have all data entered by September 10, 2011, and will begin closing cards ourselves after that date. You don’t want even ONE of your hard-earned records to be lost, so the time to enter data and close cards is NOW.

You can look forward to a mid-fall Atlas Shindig, time and place to be announced. We will try for a central location (probably in Worcester County) so we can get as many folks as we can from the Cape, Essex, and Berkshires to meet with all the other volunteers. I know several of the individual County Coordinators are have their own wrap-up parties, and hope that if you can’t make it to the Shindig that we will all get a chance to meet and celebrate the completion of our work.

Atlas will be on vacation from August 24 – September 6 (the Sierra in California in the Owens Valley, and coastal California in Bolinas), but will be in for the next few days. Please email me with any questions about closing cards, or other concerns you may have.

Below is a quick table of our 20 most broadly distributed breeding species in the state (subject to change when those final 150 cards get closed). Each of these species has a story, and it is our job to tell those species’ stories, and all the other stories in the final Breeding Bird Atlas website and document. It is because of your hard work that we have the stories to tell, and we look forward to working through these species one-by-one. You will see the interim results of our work in September in Mass Audubon’s first State of the Birds report and website, which used our first four years of data along with BBS and CBC data to arrive at a conservation status for many species that occur in the state. 

	Species
	# Blocks Possible
	# Blocks Probable
	# Blocks Confirmed
	Total

	Song Sparrow 
	47
	174
	790
	1011 blocks

	Gray Catbird 
	47
	121
	841
	1009 blocks

	American Robin 
	32
	41
	932
	1006 blocks

	Common Yellowthroat 
	87
	279
	628
	996 blocks

	Mourning Dove 
	119
	396
	477
	995 blocks

	Black-capped Chickadee 
	66
	103
	824
	994 blocks

	Red-winged Blackbird 
	35
	165
	791
	994 blocks

	American Crow 
	309
	148
	521
	989 blocks

	Blue Jay 
	193
	178
	611
	987 blocks

	American Goldfinch 
	112
	480
	383
	981 blocks

	Common Grackle 
	61
	77
	833
	978 blocks

	Chipping Sparrow 
	58
	140
	778
	976 blocks

	Downy Woodpecker 
	163
	162
	644
	971 blocks

	Northern Cardinal 
	96
	277
	594
	969 blocks

	Brown-headed Cowbird 
	166
	350
	443
	965 blocks

	Eastern Kingbird 
	112
	209
	629
	954 blocks

	Tree Swallow 
	138
	114
	694
	954 blocks

	White-breasted Nuthatch 
	126
	193
	633
	952 blocks

	Baltimore Oriole 
	73
	141
	736
	952 blocks

	Tufted Titmouse 
	75
	178
	696
	950 blocks

	Yellow Warbler 
	103
	292
	551
	948 blocks 


Cheers,

Joan

Joan Walsh 
Director of Bird Monitoring

Mass Audubon 
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