Mass. BBA 2 Newsletter

Heatwave Edition

Hello Atlasers,

I know many of you are counting on rushing out to get some last minute sighting this weekend. I saw Rene Laubach, our Berkshire Coordinator, yesterday. He’d been out in the morning atlasing, and it was hot as blazes. He had also seen 5 bears in three weeks in the Berks, which is a bit different from the rest of the Commonwealth.

Please be careful out there – only go our very early in the morning, bring lots of water, let someone know where you are going, carry a cell phone, and finish by 10 AM. The forecast is for more human-friendly temperatures by Monday (I know that doesn’t help those of us with weekday jobs) – and the data collection should get easier with the easing of temperatures. We have made it thus far without injury  - let’s not break our record.

Executive Summary

· You can still donate to the Breeding Bird Atlas 2 project, and, if you donate $100, we will send you a Long-eared Owl print by Dave Sibley (Dave’s favorite bird). We had this deal at Bird-a-thon, but several folks have asked if it is continuing and that answer is big fat YES. There are only 100 prints, so we will cut it off when they are all gone.

· The site to make the donation at is here.

· To see the print look here, but don’t buy it there!

· I will mail the first round of prints next week – sorry to be a slacker on this, but my Atlas got in the way.

· Look for the first Massachusetts State of the Birds report to debut in early September on the Mass Audubon website (as a .pdf), and as summary poster to be included in the MAS’ Connections magazine.

· Please enter all data by September 1, 2011.

· Save the Date: How does Saturday November 5, 2011, 4:30 PM sound for an End-of-Atlas Party – probably in Worcester County? It is not set in stone – I need to be sure we can get the Regional Coordinators there, but this seems good because it is far enough out, doesn’t have other holidays too close to it, and there are no mosquitoes!

· We have 8,000 records already entered for 2011. There will be many more by the time we get all the data. That is a stunning effort for year 5, and thanks to all of you.

· Don’t cry for me….Atlas is  going on vacation the weeks of July 30 – August 8 or 9 (Slapton Ley, in Devon, UK where I may get to see a Bonaparte’s Gull!), and August 24 – September 3 (the High Sierra near Mono Lake then to Bolinas, CA).

· Email next week if you have questions.

· We have threats from IT about excessive heat, servers crashing, servers being turned off etc. I expect many of you are experiencing the same, and we can expect that the USGS servers will be strained this weekend too. If you do data entry this weekend, save it often.

Cheers and Stay Safe,

Joan

Joan Walsh 
Director of Bird Monitoring

Mass Audubon 

Blog massaudubonblogs.typepad.com/massbirdatlas/
BBA2 Web massaudubon.org/bba2/methods
